Meeting Packet
Building and Standards Commission Regular Meeting

May 14, 2019

Consent Agenda
Building and Standards Commission Regular Meeting

May 14, 2019

Draft Minutes
April 9, 2019 Regular Meeting

Agenda Item 1

MINUTES
Tuesday, April 9, 2019, 7:00 PM Regular Meeting
Building & Standards Commission
City of Lago Vista
Chairman Scott Cameron called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers in City Hall
located at 5803 Thunderbird St., Lago Vista, Texas. Members present were Scott Cameron (Chair), Jacob
Lantz (Vice Chair, left meeting at 8:25), Jim Cason, Stormy Johnson (joined meeting at 7:30), Karen Van
Ness, Howard Hoover, and Paul Prince (Secretary). Staff present were Roy Jambor, Eric Belaj and Arch
Davila (Council Liaison).
CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR NON-HEARING RELATED ITEMS:
No citizen comments were offered.
CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Consider approval of the following minutes: March 12, 2019 Regular Meeting of the Building
and Standards Commission
On a motion by Jim Cason, and seconded by Jacob Lantz, members voted unanimously to approve the
minutes of the March 12, 2019 meeting.
BUSINESS ITEM #2: COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL LIASON
Mr. Davila stated that he has received no response yet from the city attorney on scope of this commission.
He commented that his view is that this commission should be able to act on certain variance requests
without waiting for council input. But the exact scope of variances to be decided on by this body needs
clarification from the city attorney, and that we might want to have the attorney attend the next session.
BUSINESS ITEM #3: 19-1413-SIGN-VAR
Paul Shepherd of Cedar Park introduced himself as Project Director for The Hollow on Lake Travis, and
gave a brief description of the project and activity now underway on the Hollows. Council approved the
Discovery Center about 8 months ago. A new subdivision of 108 lots is being planned, which will be in
the City.
Ashley Rust of Dripping Springs introduced herself as marketing manager of Legacy Communities,
which oversees development in The Hollows. This area has had little activity for over 10 years. Primary
purpose of the sign is to provide awareness of this new development. Secondary purpose is to provide
better visibility of the turn into the Hollows.
There was general consensus from the commission that a larger sign than allowed by ordinance (24 SF)
was appropriate in this case. There was also consensus that the requested 10’x20’ sign seemed
excessively large. Much discussion ensued on typical sign size and Ms. Rust’s input on the smallest size
that would achieve the purpose. Concern was noted that the content of the sign should not encourage
unsafe driving behavior, including making a U-turn in that area of highway 1431.
Howard Hoover made the following motion, “The commission recommends a variance from the sign
ordinance to allow for a sign of size 8’x16’, not to exceed 12’ in height on the street side.” This motion
was seconded by Jim Cason and carried by unanimous vote.

BUSINESS ITEM #4: DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT ORDINANCE FOR THE REGULATION
OF STORMWATER DETENTION
Eric clarified that the intent is to cover some gaps we see in development and inconsistencies with respect
to other cities. Relevant documents include the ordinance, the agreement with LCRA and the design
manual. Typically water retention is addressed before first development of a subdivision. Jim Cason had
turned in a markup of the draft which was included in the packet. An updated version of the draft was
made shortly before the meeting which the commission members had not yet reviewed. Roy wanted to
ensure that the draft is now in a state that the basic content is close and review for clarity and grammar is
appropriate. It was noted that the draft contained confusing language needing clarification on what, if any,
of the ordinance applied to residential properties. The lead-in language exempting single family
construction was intended to apply to retention.
BUSINESS ITEM #5: DISCUSSION OF A PRIORITIZATION OF ORDINANCES IN NEED OF
UPDATES AS THE BASIS OF A RECOMMENDATION TO THE
MASTER PLAN SUBCOMMITTEE
Roy stated his top priority is defining zoning districts for small commercial developments. He said his
second priority is designing standards for certain types of subdivisions, such as those along arterials,
which are not adequately defined in the city ordinances at present. He also plans to include nuisance
language into chapter 3 of the ordinances, which will include a fine for inspections which find violation,
with a target validity date before October 1st to meet the start of the fiscal year. More input on this subject
is expected to come out of the Master Plan Committee which is being led by councilman Robbins.
A discussion on enforcement methods for Nuisance was held. Roy said he is looking for our help in
highlighting the common problems. He is wanting to get a web-form type method to allow citizen input,
which can be followed up on by city employees, or police during after hours. Verified violations would
then result in fines.
BUSINESS ITEM #6: DISCUSSION OF “SUNSET” PROVISIONS AND EXEMPTIONS
WITHIN THE EXISTING OUTDOOR LIGHTING REGULATIONS
(“DARK SKY ORDINANCE”).
Discussion and clarification occurred that new construction must comply with the dark sky ordinance, but
there is currently no defined timeline for when lighting on existing residential property will no longer
exempted from the ordinance. Jim Cason moved that a 10 year sunset to the exemption for residential
compliance be enacted, which was seconded by Howard Hoover and passed unanimously.
BUSINESS ITEM #7: DISCUSSION OF WILDFIRE FUEL (“FIREWISE”) REGULATIONS
It was noted that existing nuisance regulations along with code enforcement deals with fire safety issues
such as excessive underbrush for properties with a structure and occupant. There has been consistent
dismissal of fines by the judge due to some language ambiguity which Roy intends to clear up.
Discussion centered on the challenge associated with the many properties in the city which are owned by
non-residents. There was discussion on whether the city can clear wildfire hazard material and bill the
property owner. Roy stated that property owners must first be notified, which is often not possible with
remote owners who may not accept registered mail from the city. There was no proposed action.

Future agenda items

Suggestions for possible future items and associated discussion was held as follows:
 Stormwater detention: Another discussion on this topic would be appropriate once an additional
significant update to the draft ordinance is ready.
ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Paul Prince, seconded by Howard Hoover, Chairman Cameron adjourned the meeting at
9:15 pm.
______________________________________
H. Scott Cameron, Commission Chair

______________________________________
Paul Prince, Commission Secretary

On a motion by __________________________, and seconded by ______________________________,
the foregoing instrument was passed and approved on the ______ day of _____________________, 2019.
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